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DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR § 1.56 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In fulfilling the duty of candor and good faith, the following documents are hereby 
disclosed to the Patent Office in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56. It is not admitted that the 
information in the listed documents is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 
1 .56(b). The Examiner is requested to consider the documents in the examination of this 
application. 

Accompanying this statement is a Form PTO-1449 in duplicate on which the 
documents are listed. The Examiner is requested to return an initialed and signed copy of the 
form once the documents have been considered. 



The following document was cited in the Written Opinion dated February 17, 2004 
for International Application No. PCT/US0 1/4343 5 which is a counterpart for this 
application. A copy of this document is attached. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR §1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the 
date shown below: 



Name of person signing certificate: __ >t Marguerite E. Gerstner 

Signature: 



Date: February 24, 2004 



-2- 



MP1721-US2 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


5,035,748 


07/1991 


Burow et al. 


106 


499 



Fee 

Applicants believe that because this Disclosure Statement is being submitted before 
the mailing of a first action on the merits (a restriction requirement not being considered an 
action on the merits), no fee is due. In addition, the undersigned certifies under 37 CFR 
1 .97(e)(1) that the document listed above was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office (i.e. the International Preliminary Examining Authority/US) in a foreign counterpart 
for this application (International Application No. PCT/US01/43435) not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Disclosure Statement, and therefore no fee is due. If this is 
incorrect, please charge any necessary fee to Deposit Account No. 18-0560. 

Conclusion 

It is believed that this application is now in condition for allowance and such action at 
an early date is earnestly requested. If, however, there are any outstanding issues which can 
be usefully discussed by telephone, the Examiner is asked to call the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marguerite E. Gerstner 
Registration No. 32,695 
Telephone (650) 361-2483 
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